We’re Working Toward a Future Where

DATAR
SOCIETY

People Come Before Technology.

We envision a future where technology is governed
in support of people and communities, and where
technological innovation does not come at their expense.
Yet today, an unchecked tech industry exerts power
over people’s lives and opportunities, wielding outsized
influence not only over the fundamental direction
of innovation but over state power, democratic practice,

Our Goals

and social norms. Our work seeks to illuminate and
challenge this power dynamic, and to reorient the
relationship between people and technology. We
do this by building a rigorous evidence base of technology’s
impacts on society, and designing policy interventions to
foreground that evidence for policymakers.
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Democracy in the Age of Al

We seek to understand how information systems,
automation, and Al contribute to the tensions between
democratic theory and practice. Our research explores
how Al is impacting the knowledge and institutions that
are essential to functional democracy, including journalism,
academia, scientific inquiry, and government itself.

Worker Power and Collective Rights

Our research examines how algorithmic technologies
are impacting the quality of jobs, and workers’ rights and
privacy. We map the conditions for redistributing power
and support interdisciplinary coalitions working toward
collective rights and democratic governance.

Technology’s Impacts on People and Climate

Our research explores how communities negotiate the
relationship between technology and climate, with a focus
on the needs and perspectives of impacted groups. We aim
to provide evidence to inform policies on Al infrastructure,
and highlight the tensions between community-driven
climate solutions and industry-led approaches.

Equity as an Organizing Principle

Equity shapes every aspect of our work, from internal
policies and research methodologies to how we engage
with research participants, communities, and partners.
Our research and policy work foreground questions about
power and justice, centering people who are at the margins.




